| Hustory Uf Womten's tagitt Lor Kights 1raced By Judge

‘ Women who made history in
the past were recalled here last
week by & woman who Ia making
history In the piesent  Judge
Kathryn J, Lawlor, first woman
ever to ba named to & Clrcuit
Court Judreshilp In Maryland.

The tall, atltractive Chrvy
Chsase attorney, speaking belfore
the Annapolls Branch. American
Association of University Women,
traced the fight women Iaunched
In the mid-19th century to prove,
-an the Women's Declarntion of
Sentiments  promutgated al the
"first women's congress in Scneea
Fails, N. Y., expressed it, that “all

men and women are created
equal”
Her bhistoric account covered

e ere which began with the wo-
men of HNanilucket Island, who
governed that whallng cenler
( when their men were at sea, down
‘to modern times when women
have been appoinled as a secre-
cdary of labor, Indee of the U. 9.
Circuft Court of Appenls, ns & di-
reclor of the mint, and ambassa-
dors.

“We have 15 women iIn the
 House ol Representatives and one
in the Scnats, and we have four
woinen delegates in Maryland and

one in the State Senate.” she sald.
“We think we've made great
strides, but they  are pitiably

smail. We've lost the fervor they
had. and 1 don't think ft's time.
l “We've got something here
thnt's huuporthnt,” she nadded, |
pointing to the blackboard where
proposed  legistatlon  in which
AAUW Is Interested was lsted,

The former Maryland deleeale
put & few pins in the idea that the
lcaders in the women sulfragetle
movement were not family women,
“We always think of them as
spinsters with nothing Lo do but
Talse & ruckus.” she observed.

Only one of Lhe flve who fought
for the right lo vol=—Susan B.
Anthony—remnined single, and
that was by choice, Judge Lawlor
pointed out.

In the beginning, she snid, the
sulfragetie movement waa linked
with the abolitionist movement.

She told of Lucretia Mott, a de-
scendant of the “Great Woman™
ol ihe Nantucket Colony, whose
husband, James Motk, was sym-
pathetic toward her cause and
who presided at the women's con-
7resa &b Beneca Falla, N. Y., be-
cruse women knew nothing of
patliamentary procedure.

She descrihed Ellsabeth Cady
Stanton, who worked with Lucre-
tin Mott In planning the meeting.
The daughter of a judee, Ellza-
beth Stanton as & girl was im-
pressed by the fact that women
clients almost always left her
father in tears, a fact her father
cxplalned was due to his Inability
to ald women under the existing
taw.

At Lhe Scnecn Falls meellng,
v-hich drew 65 women and four or
five men, the women published a
list of grievances, including thefr
conlention that “if marrled, In
the eses of the law, the (s wom-
an) is civilly dead.”

They also stressed the lack of
property righla, together with the
brlicl that & woman is an frre-

'} sponsible creature, who “can com-

mit erimes with Immunity provid-
ing she does it In the presence of
her husband.”

It was Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
over the horrifled protests of Lu-
cretla Mott. who Introduced the
plank that It was the duty of wo-
mrn Lo aecure “theéir sacred right”
of franchise. Judge Lawlor sald

the proposal, as Lucretia Mott had
predicted, threw the meeting In-*
to an uproar !

Subsequentiy women who had
supported it withdrew  thelr
names, feeling it was not nice for'
R woman to vole. '

To Elizabeth Stanton also goes
the credit of the bloomer, Judge
Lawlor said. This dress originally
consisted of long trousers over
which was worn & dress of about
the length worn lnday. Elizabeth
persunded  her  friend, Amelia
Bloomer, to wear them, and the
garb received the litter’s name.

One of the principal opponents
of women's rights was the clergy,
the AAUW Branch was told. A
talk by
among other things becaule ahe
Instated on keeping her matden
name after she married Henry
Blackwell—was once snnounced
in the scornful words of & minis-
ter, “a hen will undertake to crow
llke & cock™ at town hall,

Another clergyman once sound-
ed this prayer alter & lalk by an-
other woman: “Good Lord, Iay
what this woman has sald aside.
Forgel 1t.”

Judge Lawior Lold of the role Su-
san B. Anthony played In testing
the right to vote under the 14th
Amendment, & move which led to
her srrest on charges of - violat-
ing the law by sttempting to vote
when she was not eligible.

Susan Anthony went to Wyo-
ming, the first territory to grant
women the right to vole. “I guess
théy didn't see many women and
they were willlng to give them
nnything  they ’asked” Judge
Lawlor remarked humorously.
She also got the state of Colorado
to amend Lis law.

Another figure Judge Lawlor In-
cluded in her was Carrle
Chapman Catt, only woman of the
five active i the suffragetts
movement who lived to ses the
vols achieved

As late as 1982, however, Judge
Lawlor said, women in Honduras
had yet to achieve the right to
vote, in oot in
Maryland today,' women cannét
serve on & jury.

Judge Lawlor was introduced by
Mrs. T. Leondrd Mikuled, status
‘of women chalrman who was in

Lucy Stone—famous |

'charge of the program.

1ady Governor

And speaking of jurdges, some-
one advanced the thought 1I|:}|
wouldn't il be nice i Maryland's
first lady cireult court jurdge were
to become Maryland's fhrst lady
governor? 1t would appear het
was talking about Montgomery
County's popular and attractive
Judge Kathryn J. Lawlor.

Judge Lawlor, toa, is wellsilu-
ated for the next fifteen years. At
the present time what is Mont-
gomery County’'s gain is Mary-
land’s Joss.




